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dates of kings, queens, and battles, cared more to
remember the true sovereigns in the realm of thought,
and the decisive battles for the conquest of truth?

"No Morals among Savages.

Lastly, all savages were supposed to be deficient in
moral principles. I am not going to represent the
savage as Rousseau imagined him, or deny that our
social and political life is an advance on the hermit or
nomadic existence of the tribes of Africa and America.
But I maintain that each phase of life must be judged
by itself. Savages have their own vices, but they
also have their own virtues. If the negro could write
a black book against the white man, we should miss
in it few of the crimes which we think peculiar to
the savage. The truth is that the morality of the
negro and the white man cannot be compared, because
their views of life are totally different. "What we
consider wrong, they do not consider wrong. We
condemn, for instance, polygamy; Jews and Moham-
medans tolerate it, savages look upon it as honour-
able, and I have no doubt that, in their state of
society, they are right. Savages do not consider
European colonists patterns of virtue, and they find
it extremely difficult to enter into their views of
life.

Nothing puzzles the mere savage more than our
restlessness, our anxiety to acquire and to possess,
rather than to rest and^to enjoy. An Indian chief is
reported to have said to a European: 'Ah, brother,
you will never know the blessings of doing nothing
and thinking nothing ; and yet, next to sleep, that is